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had never pretended before; and that they have been
always employed, more or less openly, upon schemes of
dominion, though with frequent interruptions from domes-
tick troubles, and with those intermissions which human
counsels must always suffer, as men intrusted with great
affairs are dissipated in youth, and languid in age; are
embarrassed by competitors, or, without any external rea-
son, change their minds.

France was now no longer in dread of insults, and in-
vasions fronl England. She was not only able to maintain
her own territories, but prepared, on all occasions, to in-
vade others; and we had now a neighbour, whose interest
it was to be an enemy, and who has disturbed us, froni
that time to this, with open hostility, or secret machina-
tions.

Such was the state of England, and its neighbours, when
Elizabeth left the crown to James of Scotland. It has
not, I think, been frequently'observed, by historians, at how
critical a time the union of the two kingdoms happened.
Had England and Scotland continued separate kingdoms,
when France was established in the full possession of her
natural power, the Scots, in continuance of the league,
which it would now have been more than ever their interest
to observe, would, upon every instigation of the French
court, have raised an army with French money, and ha-
rassed us with an invasion, in which they would have
thought themselves successful, whatever numbers they
might have left behind them. To a people warlike and
indigent, an incursion into a rich country is never hurt-
ful. The pay of France, and the plunder of the northern
countries, would always have tempted them to hazard their
lives, and we should have been under a necessity of keep-
ing a line of garrisons along our border. .

This trouble, however, we escaped, by the accession of
king James; but it is uncertain, whether his natural dis-
position did not injure us more than this accidental condi-
tion happened to benefit us. He was a man of great theo-
retical knowledge, but of no practical wisdom; he was